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Introduction  

The National Organization of Asians and Pacific Islanders Ending Sexual Violence 

(NAPIESV) is an alliance established by Asian and Pacific Islander advocates with the 

purpose of centering and supporting victims of sexual assault from API communities. 

NAPIESV provides technical assistance and training to local/community-based programs 

and governmental organizations across the nation and in the U.S. territories, improving 

their services for victims of sexual violence. This report documents the advancement of 

one of NAPIESV’s primary goals, namely the creation of spaces to discuss sexual violence 

in the API communities.   

In 2011, the Office on Violence Against Women (OVW) awarded NAPIESV a two-year 

grant to conduct Technical Assistance (TA) services. The grant enabled NAPIESV to 

perform a two-year national assessment of sexual violence in the Asian & Pacific Islander 

communities in the mainland U.S. and the U.S. territories in the Pacific.  During the two 

years, more than one hundred API participants participated across five regions: West, East, 

Midwest, South, and Commonwealth of Northern Marianas Islands (CNMI). NAPIESV 

hosted a total of twenty-two listening sessions with API advocates, women, men, elders, 

and youth and one strategic dialogue session. The findings from these sessions formed the 

basis for a National Listening Session (http://www.napiesv.org/resources/napiesv-reports-

publications/), which is a report co-written by NAPIESV and Mia Mingus. This report 

became helped to shape NAPIESV’s national technical assistance and training program.   

Building on this research, in 2013, the Office on Violence Against Women funded 

NAPIESV to create curriculum on sexual violence in the API communities. Curriculum 

content included topics such as sexual violence, child sexual abuse and youth sexual 

http://www.napiesv.org/resources/napiesv-reports-publications/
http://www.napiesv.org/resources/napiesv-reports-publications/
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exploitation, militarization, community organizing, transformative justice, and healing in 

API communities.  NAPIESV intentionally partnered with individuals and organizations 

that have been historically excluded from mainstream discussions but are ahead of the 

national trends around their understanding and responses to sexual violence.  NAPIESV 

identified partners who have been involved with developing and implementing creative 

community-based accountability programs and healing practices. This included Amita 

Swadhin, Mia Mingus, AF3IRM, Balik sa Dagat Bangka Journey and Banteay Srei. Both 

Amita Swadhin and Mia Mingus have been at the forefront of discussing child sexual abuse 

and transformative justice since the early 2000s.  AF3IRM is a national feminist 

organization led by women of color with members that are experts in community 

organizing.  Balik sa Dagat Bangka Journey is a community-based organization in 

Northern  California that creates space for healing via canoe building.  Banteay Srei, 

another community-based organization in Oakland, California, focuses on working with 

sexually exploited Southeast Asian youth. From 2015-2017, NAPIESV used the 

curriculum to provided training and technical assistance to community-based organizations 

in U.S. mainland and U.S. territories in the Pacific.   

Through the years of research, curriculum development and implementation, NAPIESV 

has learned that one of the central questions to doing work around issues of sexual violence 

for API survivors is around the question of justice. In particular, the organization and its 

community partners have consistently explored the question, “What does justice look like 

for API sexual assault survivors?” In 2017,  NAPIESV hosted a roundtable discussion 

with community leaders and experts who work on issues of sexual violence to explore and 

define “justice” for API survivors. The roundtable participants who were from across the 
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API diaspora were joined by Black Americans, Black Canadians, Black Caribbeans, and 

Native American community leaders. The discussion focused on contextualizing the 

history of sexual violence in the United States as well as traditional concepts of justice. In 

addition to examining the role of the criminal justice system, its impacts on survivors and 

the anti-gender-based violence movement at large, the roundtable also explored alternative 

forms of justice beyond the criminal justice system, including community accountability, 

transformative justice, and restorative justice.  The aim of the roundtable was to set the 

foundation by which NAPIESV and its community partners would be able to continue 

exploring definitions and possibilities of justice for API sexual assault survivors. 

National Landscape 

According to the Center for Disease Control and Prevention (2011), nearly 1 in 5 women 

in the United States has reported being raped in her lifetime.  In another study, Breiding, 

Chen, and Black (2014) found that nearly one in 10 women had been raped by an intimate 

partner in her lifetime. This study also found that approximately one in 45 men had also 

been forcibly penetrated by an intimate partner during their lifetime.  

Additionally, according to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), lesbian, 

gay, and bisexual people experience sexual violence at similar or higher rates than 

heterosexual people.  Based upon the 2015 U.S. Transgender Survey, nearly 50% of 

transgender people have been sexually assaulted at some point in their lifetime. These 

forms of violence are often coupled with physical assaults or abuse. According to the 

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (2010), women of color experience higher rates 

of sexual violence than their white counterparts. A survey of adult women showed that in 

2010, 22 percent of non-Hispanic blacks, 18.8 percent of non-Hispanic whites, 14.6 percent 
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of Hispanics and 35.5 percent of women of multiple races said they had experienced an 

attempted or completed rape at some time in their lives. These numbers suggest that sexual 

violence is a pervasive part of many communities and lives. Missing from these numbers 

are the stories, experiences, and analyses from those impacted by sexual violence.   

In particular, there is a need to examine the rates and historical as well as contemporary 

experiences of sexual violence in the API communities.  According to a report conducted 

by NAPIESV (2013),  

“sexual violence has been used throughout our histories of (and current 

experiences with) imperialism, colonialism, war, militarization, sex trafficking, 

refugee and internment camps, and immigration.”  

Despite the history of sexual violence within and against API communities, there are 

limited statistics and scholarship about the topic. There are very few studies that examine 

the ways that sexual violence is experienced and understood within API communities. This 

absence exists despite limited but clear statistical evidence of occurrence. For instance, 

according to the National Intimate Partner and Sexual Violence Survey Summary Report 

(2010), “1 in 3 API women surveyed reported experiencing sexual violence victimization 

(not including rape) in their lifetime.” Despite these reported numbers, sexual violence 

within and against API communities is still understudied.  

ALBUQUERQUE, NEW MEXICO 

To address these gaps in research on sexual violence within and against API communities 

(including women, men, and LGBTQ communities), NAPIESV has hosted and aims to 

continue to host national conversations to understand better and examine sexual violence 

in API communities. Additionally, given the ongoing national debate on exploring 
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alternative healing forms of justice outside of the criminal justice system, NAPIESV also 

seeks to host discussions that examine notions of victim-centered and community-centered 

justice. The organization aims to mobilize API communities to apply their own experiences 

while implementing alternative forms of justice that better fit marginalized communities.  

Following a series of community listening sessions held nationwide and in the U.S. 

territories from 2011 to 2012, a roundtable discussion was held in Albuquerque, New 

Mexico, in August 2017. The goal of the roundtable convening was to find constructive 

and valuable solutions in providing services to victims of sexual violence by: 

● Identifying how justice looks for API victims of sexual assault;  

● Identifying the reasons individuals commit acts of sexual violence; 

● Exploring and highlighting ways that API experiences connect with those of other 

culturally specific or marginalized communities.  

Attendees met for two days to outline the experiences of sexual violence within API 

communities, to find out how these experiences relate to other communities of color and 

their experiences with sexual violence, to identify the reasons behind the violence; and to 

highlight ways to change the conditions that enable and perpetuate sexual violence against 

API communities. At the end of the two-day meeting, participants generated a list of 

potential action items, including a commitment to continue the discussions about sexual 

violence and work to end violence within and against API and other marginalized 

communities.  
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PARTICIPANTS 

There were 21 participants (including one facilitator and one graphic note taker1). 

According to the questionnaire taken by 16 participants, there were 9 Asians/Asian 

Americans, one unidentified participant, and six non-API community allies (including 2 

Native/Indigenous, 1 Black Caribbean, 1 Black American, and 1 Black Canadian). 

Participants convened to explore, strategize, and identify ways to help API communities 

heal from sexual violence. Participants were service providers, mental health providers, 

abolitionists, directors, researchers, translators, advocates, activists, and funders. Many 

identified as victim/survivors of different forms of violence, including sex trafficking, child 

sexual abuse, adoption trafficking, U.S. colonialism/imperialism, intergenerational trauma 

associated with slavery, and sexual assault. In addition to participating in visually 

documented roundtable discussions and breakout sessions, participants answered a 

questionnaire to help analyze and strategize around sexual violence against API 

communities (Appendix 1).   

Demographics of Participants (based 

on questionnaire) 

Frequency Percent 

 

Asian/Filipino 1 6.3 

Vietnamese/Asian 1 6.3 

Cambodian/Asian 1 6.3 

Khoja - South Asian 1 6.3 

Filipino 1 6.3 

                                                        
1 In addition to the facilitator, a graphic note taker was in included in the roundtable 

discuss to ensure that visual learners are included and to provide a graphic testimony to 

the discussion.    
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Korean 1 6.3 

Asian/Indonesian 2 12.5 

Chinese 1 6.3 

Other 6 37.5 

Missing  1 6.3 

  Total 16 93.8 

Total 16 100.0 

 

FINDINGS 

APIs and Sexual Violence  

Facilitated by Dr. Connie Wun, participants discussed a series of questions that helped to 

expound upon experiences with sexual violence. The main points of discussion were sexual 

violence as it is inflicted upon API victims; the relationship that API victims have to other 

victims of color, including Native American/Indigenous and Black communities; the 

relationship between API victims and survivors; the intersections of API and LGBTQ 

identities and experiences; and strategies to end sexual violence against API communities.  

According to the roundtable discussants, there were several factors that contributed to and 

enabled sexual violence against API communities, including ongoing neglect by 

government agencies, service providers, family/community members, and the anti-sexual 

violence movement. Participants also examined the causes of sexual violence and their 

relationship to power, domination,  and exploitation. Participants also explored the 

relationship between “histories of war” and sexual violence, including the impacts of U.S. 
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colonial wars on API communities and their experiences. They also discussed the 

relationships that patriarchy, masculinity, poverty, and capitalism have to sexual violence.  

What contributes to sexual violence? 

Percent 

 Power/dominance/exploitation 21.2% 

Common Variables 

Female less than/patriarchy/toxic 

masculinity/masculinity 

18.2% 

Poverty/capitalism  18.2% 

Lack of 

understanding/accountability 

12.1% 

 History of violence/trauma/war 9.1% 

Racism 6.1% 

Unhealthy relationships  6.1% 

Homophobia 9.1% 

Total 100.0% 

 

Neglect  

API participants discussed the significance of being “invisible minorities,” who have been 

marginalized within mainstream politics, philanthropy, anti-violence 

movements/organizations, and studies on violence. Limited recognition, they shared, have 

translated into limited resources and funds. Attendees shared that marginalization did not 

only make API communities vulnerable to violence but that the invisibility was a type of 

violence onto itself. Not only did participants discuss the ways that they felt their stories 
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were hidden, but they also talked about experiences with feeling unprotected by their 

communities and institutions. Thus, without public, institutional, or community support, 

there were limited options for accountability or redress. Participants also shared that 

traditional victim services providers and the criminal justice system also failed to provide 

victims with adequate language and cultural support. Very rarely were there service 

providers who spoke the API immigrant victim’s language and dialects.    

Relatedly, these types of marginalization, participants hypothesized, were also connected 

to stereotypes and fantasies of Asian communities. For instance, according to one attendee, 

Asian American and Pacific Islander survivors,   

 

 

 

With the support of her translator, a Chinese victim of sex trafficking shared her 

frustrations with trying to prove her experiences of physical and sexual abuse to 

government officials.  

Other participants called attention to their experiences with or as philanthropic funders who 

worked on gender-based violence. They shared that funders were either unknowledgeable 

about API communities’ experiences in general, their experiences with gender-based 

violence in particular, or they did not believe that Asians and Pacific Islanders experienced 

sexual violence. Participants highlighted the ways that non-API communities may 

internalize the racial stereotypes of API communities, such as the idea that violence does 

not occur in API families and communities or that Asians and Pacific Islanders are 

submissive and passive, rendering them unlikely to be victims of sexual violence. That is, 

“We are not [seen as] rapeable.” 
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according to participants, a belief that the submissiveness of API communities would not 

translate into aggressive, violating, or violent exchanges and relationships.   

Victims also described the limited options to hold harm-doers/perpetrators responsible for 

their violence. Participants expressed wanting options for accountability or recourse 

beyond the criminal justice system. The latter often caused even more to victims and their 

communities.  Concerns around deportation, child protective services, imprisonment of 

family or community members, or other forms of state intrusion impacted victims’ 

decisions to report to or work with the criminal justice system.  Many victims simply 

wanted the harm to stop, rather than to legally prosecute the harm-doer.    

Power, Domination, Exploitation, and Toxic Masculinity  

Discussants also related sexual abuse dynamics to patriarchy, “power,” “dominance,” and 

“exploitation.” More specifically, nearly 20% of participants highlighted the impact of 

“patriarchy” and “toxic masculinity” on their lives. An additional 9% discussed the role of 

homophobia in sexual violence. Throughout the discussion, participants illustrated how 

violence is perpetrated and enabled by ideas of masculinity that are tied to the domination 

of women or feminine-perceived people. Toxic masculinity, which is related to 

domination, was brought up as an integral component of sexual violence. Discussants also 

emphasized that “rigid gender roles” did not only affect API women and girls, but also 

LGBQ, transgender, and gender non-conforming (GNC) communities.  These concepts of 

masculinity are also wedded to API experiences with violence, trauma, and war. 

Participants discussed how colonization and U.S.-sanctioned wars were traumatic for 

Asians and Pacific Islanders. These forms of trauma, respondents theorized, were 
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embodied and subsequently enacted through interpersonal violence – namely sexual 

violence against women and children.   

Poverty/Capitalism 

Attendees also discussed the impacts of poverty and economic insecurities on victims of 

sexual violence. According to victims, their abilities to leave violent relationships were 

informed by their strained financial circumstances. For example, service providers shared 

insights about their clients who were forced to stay in relationships because they (and their 

children) were financially dependent upon their harm-doers. Additionally, recently 

trafficked victims highlighted the restricted conditions by which their finances and 

citizenship status were dependent upon their traffickers. Without the access to financial 

independence and options, the victims felt forced or were coerced into staying with 

traffickers. They expressed that they were not only sexually abused but were also 

financially-abused. For some, as victims of sex-trafficking, their livelihoods in the United 

States were tied to, if not dependent upon, the exploitative conditions they were coerced 

into living under.  

Lack of understanding/accountability  

Without support systems in place from government institutions, family, or community 

members, victims reported feeling alone and ashamed. For instance, one victim spoke 

about her desire to become or feel “normal” again. Others agreed that it was difficult to 

“return to normality” after a sexual assault, especially without systems of support. Other 

participants discussed the need to heal from immediate and intergenerational trauma for 

fear that they could potentially cause future harm to their family members or witness their 

harm-doers commit additional harms to other family members. In particular, mothers who 
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were victims shared the fears they held for their children and the implications of sexual 

assault for how they parented their children. Victims especially honed in on the long-term 

implications of sexual violence when discussing this topic.  

War/Militarization: History of Colonialism and Imperialism 

During the discussion, participants also shared their experiences and knowledge about 

sexual violence through war and colonization. Individuals characterized sexual violence in 

Asian countries as a part of U.S.-sanctioned/colonial wars and discussed their ongoing 

impact on Asian immigrants. Participants also discussed the relationship between 

colonization, forced or coerced sex work/prostitution, and the hyper-sexualization of Asian 

women.  

Participants discussed the U.S. occupation of the Philippines and its ongoing impact on the 

sex industry in the islands; the history of “mail-order brides” across the Asian diaspora, 

particularly in Southeast Asia and East Asia and the current human and sex trafficking of 

Chinese immigrants. Because of these victims’ racial and postcolonial identities as “non-

White” women, they are rarely protected or recognized by state agencies or popular culture. 

Attendees discussed the need to do more research and support these victims of sex-

trafficking who they felt were rarely acknowledged in popular discussions or advocacy 

work against trafficking.   

Participants also shared their experiences as an Asian refugee or expatriate. Attendees 

discussed feeling perpetually displaced, particularly around issues of language barriers and 

cultural disconnects. These were major factors that impacted how API immigrants 

experienced violence, which often meant that they did not seek or did not know how to get 

support from mainstream service-providers and did not feel supported by mainstream 
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society at large. Individuals talked about not knowing their rights as immigrants or citizens 

when it came to seeking help for sexual abuse. Individuals said they did not know whom 

to contact and how to do so and were also concerned about deportation. For those who had 

been trafficked into the United States, reporting sexual abuse to government officials, 

specifically those within the criminal justice system, could put them at risk of 

criminalization or deportation.  

Participants also explored how contemporary experiences with sexual violence against API 

communities related to histories of anti-Blackness, slavery, colonialism, and imperialism. 

For API survivors in the United States, most of whom are immigrants, refugees, or children 

of immigrants, the legacy of colonization and imperialism were seen as closely intertwined 

with their personal experiences of sexual violence. Participants shared that as a result of 

perceived hyper-femininity across genders, an extension of colonial logics and histories, 

members of API communities and especially API women are seen as property to be 

“colonized” or owned. This logic intersects with, if not complements, patriarchal cultures 

that imagine women and other feminine-perceived people as the property of others, namely 

men and society at large. In this sense, feminine-perceived bodies are not believed to have 

agency or the right to defense. Participants also talked about how sexual violence is 

perceived not only as a way to exert power over another’s body or the communities the 

person may be a part of but also as a form of punishment. That is, sexual violence is 

weaponized against women and feminine-perceived people for not obeying or living up to 

dominant gender or sexuality norms that privilege certain forms of masculinity. The violent 

act is purportedly justified as a tool to normalize or assimilate so-called “deviant” 

individuals.   
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Importantly, these experiences with sexual violence are not perpetuated by particular 

communities of men. During the two-day convening, participants talked about imperialist 

perceptions that Muslim men are especially violent. The perception, attendees, highlighted, 

is that Muslim culture supports misogyny and violence against women. However, 

participants dispelled this racialized trope by identifying it as one that has been constructed 

and disseminated by Western powers to justify imperialist wars or violence against Muslim 

communities and countries. In other words, ideas about Muslim men as hyper-masculine 

or toxic are justifications for imperialist countries, including the United States, to inflict 

violence against Muslim communities in the name of saving Muslim women. Such a 

political and social framework fails to examine the ways that Western cultures of 

imperialist patriarchy enable violence against women and men.  

API Experiences with Sexual Violence About Other Communities of Color 

How do you perceive API communities’ 

experiences with sexual violence and their 

connection to other communities of color 

experience?  
Number of 

participants 

 

API communities and other 

communities of color share 

similar/common 

experiences of sexual 

violence in the United 

States 

 

5 

 

API communities and other 

communities of color lack 

resources/services 

 

5 

 

API communities are 

particularly invisible in 

comparison to other 

communities of color 

 

4 

Main Themes API communities and other 

communities of color have 

3 
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common issues of 

isolation/silence/ 

ostracization 

 

 API communities and other   

 communities of color share  

 concerns with toxic   

 masculinity 

1 

  

Total 25 

 

Participants discussed the relationship between sexual violence against Asians and Pacific 

Islanders and other communities of color. Participants also emphasized the commonalities 

among communities of color. 

Racism 

Among such commonalities were experiences with racism or racial prejudice, histories of 

colonization, and slavery. Trauma and ongoing forms of violence related to racism, such 

as criminalization, threats of deportation, and other struggles with citizenship, influence 

the ways that communities of color relate to government agencies. Participants discussed 

their common lack of trust in the criminal justice system, noting that the criminal justice 

system very rarely recognizes victims of color as capable of being raped or assaulted. This 

lack of recognition is related to the hyper-sexualization of Asian, Black, Native, and Latinx 

women, rendering violence against them impossible because subjects who are perceived as 

either sexually deferential or hypersexual are assumed to be complicit in the violence 

wielded against them.   
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Participants also talked about the implications of coerced desires to “assimilate” into the 

U.S. White culture. Given that communities of color are already marginalized by U.S. 

White dominant culture (or White supremacy), victims do not want to further stigmatize 

their communities or themselves by sharing their experiences with sexual violence.  The 

participants shared that this would risk undermining the communities’ abilities to 

assimilate.  

Sexual violence, participants noted, is already a stigmatized subject. Asian communities 

rarely discuss gender-based violence in their communities and homes. In addition to this 

internal stigma, API communities face external pressure to assimilate and prove their 

abilities to succeed in the United States, further decreasing the likelihood that API 

survivors will publicly share their experiences.   

An attendee writes, “Most communities engage in some form of assimilation towards/in 

favor of the dominant race, and in doing so adapt additional protective measures 

(assimilation being the first) to avoid rejection.  This practice/phenomenon can be a 

significant contribution to shame, secrecy, denial and rejection of the truth about sexual 

violence, its existence and the circumstances, which it happens, as well as the trauma 

associated with it. Moreover, assimilation can create a divide that fosters a blaming 

culture.” In this sense, the need to assimilate as a means of survival in the United States 

could potentially translate into hiding stories about violence or protecting harm-

“Most communities engage in some form of assimilation towards/in favor of the 

dominant race, and in doing so adapt additional protective measures (assimilation 

being the first) to avoid rejection.  This practice/phenomenon can be a significant 

contribution to shame, secrecy, denial and rejection of the truth about sexual 

violence, its existence and the circumstances, which it happens, as well as the trauma 

associated with it. Moreover, assimilation can create a divide that fosters a blaming 

culture.” 
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doers/perpetrators. The latter also serves to potentially shield communities from state-

sanctioned harm.  

In a similar vein, victims are less likely to share their stories of sexual violence, including 

their need for support, when under the threat of state-sanctioned violence such as 

deportation, criminalization, incarceration, or foster care. As one participant wrote, “In 

other communities of color along with API community, current criminal justice 

interventions haven't been effective.” Given the history and ongoing forms of racism in the 

United States, victims are forced to choose between protecting themselves and their 

communities from state violence or protecting themselves from sexual violence. In this 

sense, victims of color are particularly vulnerable to sexual violence.   

Isolation and Silence 

Participants also talked explicitly about the ways that “isolation,” “ostracization,” and 

“silence” contributes to their vulnerability.  A discussant wrote, “When harmful things 

happen to communities of color, it’s never breaking news or a headline or a national 

manhunt.”  

 

 

 

Individuals shared that victims of color often feel as though they will not be heard, 

supported, or recognized.   

“When harmful things happen to communities of 

color, it’s never breaking news or a headline or a 

national manhunt when victims are people of color.” 
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Another participant stated, “Culturally specific and culturally based resources don't exist; 

that’s why there is [currently] an emergence of Culturally Specific Programs.” Most 

mainstream sexual violence services or resources do not provide the type of support that 

victims need, namely exploring sexual violence within the context of racism, patriarchy, 

histories of colonialism, fears of immigration and criminalization, and language barriers.  

Importantly, that there is still no standalone culturally specific sexual assault victim service 

provider in the United States.  The majority of culturally specific programs are dual 

programs serving both domestic violence and sexual assault.  Within these dual programs, 

victims of sexual violence fail to get the comprehensive services that are provided to 

victims of domestic violence, mainly because advocates are not as experienced in serving 

sexual assault survivors due to the lack of sexual assault training and intentional culturally-

specific programming.  Even culturally specific programs tend to replicate mainstream 

services when assisting sexual assault victims, such as suggesting generic talk therapy 

without taking into account victims’ specific needs as a result of cultural differences, rather 

than creating services and programming that are rooted in their specific communities.   

Invisibility of APIs 

Participants at the roundtable discussion explained that while communities of color as a 

whole feel that they are made invisible, API communities are even more marginalized. A 

participant explains, “They [other communities of color] don’t think it’s common in API 

communities. There is little help/resources for victim/survivors related to justice.” In this 

sense, Asians and Pacific Islanders and their experiences with sexual violence are not 

recognized even within greater communities of color. Given this, Asians and Pacific 
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Islanders are not only invisible because they hide their stories for fear of negative responses 

related to potential criminalization or deportation, but they are also not seen as potential 

sexual assault victims given the history of hyper-sexualization and forced prostitution 

through colonialism.   

Limited Resources 

Given that there are limited government issued resources, API communities are less 

inclined to seek support from government agencies. They are also unlikely to seek services 

within their communities because of stigmatization around sexual violence. Also, they also 

experience marginalization by funders because they are not seen to be communities who 

are in need of support. Compounding these forms of invisibility is the neglect that they 

experience by other communities of color, which fail to recognize the vulnerability and 

experiences that API communities have with sexual violence.  

Roundtable participants also talked about “abolition,” - a political campaign to end 

incarceration, which includes criminalization and mass deportation. This position, which 

was supported by some participants, comes from the recognition that the criminal justice 

system has not historically supported communities of color (e.g., high rates of incarceration 

of Black communities), but has systemically punished and oppressed communities of color. 

A participant wrote, “Hurt people, hurt people. And then we have systems that are built 

and maintained by having a people to exploit. i.e., the prison system is incarcerating Brown 

and Black people; it keeps the industry alive and contributes to keeping prison labor.” 

According to this analysis, the criminal justice system has not only failed to support victims 

and their communities but has instead profited off of their imprisonment and labor. This 
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relationship deters and obstructs members of communities of color from turning to the 

criminal justice system for assistance.  

Individuals at the discussion also explored the reasons that API refugees or recently 

trafficked Asian victims may or may not understand the concept of abolition. Given that 

undocumented immigrants are seeking civic and civil recognition from the state for 

services and protection, their understanding and commitments to abolition may not be 

similar to the ones held by communities of color that have a longer and more established 

understanding of the criminal justice system’s racially-biased history. Participants also 

highlighted other investments that API victims and their communities have in the United 

States and its various institutions, including the complex histories related to refugee and 

immigration histories. However, most participants agreed that the criminal justice system 

had fared poorly in its support of victims. There were several comments and requests for 

further discussions and increased education that identified the connections between 

communities of color and their experiences with violence.  

LGBTQ and Sexual Violence 

Based upon a question about sexual violence against LGBTQ communities, participants 

shared a common understanding that LGBTQ victims had very minimal support. 

According to one participant, there are “higher rates of sexual violence in trans, 

girls/women of color, LGBQ communities and many orgs are not comfortable, able to serve 

this subset of the population.” This analysis was echoed by other participants who wrote 

that “trans WOC [women of color] face disproportionately high rates of violence than other 

women, queer POC [people of color] may face added stigma due to culture/conflicting 
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practices/traditions.” These concerns surrounding sexual violence against LGBQ, 

transgender, and gender non-conforming (GNC) communities demonstrate a need to study 

further and serve the needs of the API LGBTQ communities. A participant wrote, “Often 

when there are reports around LGBTQ lives, trans and gender non-conforming folks aren’t 

included.” This absence in services, research, and recognition further marginalizes trans, 

GNC, and LGBQ API communities. Without these types of protections and information, 

the communities are especially vulnerable to violence. A participant discussed the 

complexities of sexual identities by explaining the nuances of “sexual 

orientation/preference/expression” as they relate to economics, gender, class, race, and 

immigration status. Without understanding these connections, it is difficult to address the 

multiple types of violence – especially sexual violence – that are enacted against 

marginalized communities.  

Discussion 

Throughout the two days, participants at the roundtable shared difficult narratives about 

being invisible, marginalized, and traumatized, but also of resilience. A Chinese sex-

trafficking victim asked, “How do I get back to my normal?” Although responses focused 

on the difficulties of a “return to normal,” there were also discussions about communities 

providing resources (e.g., practical approaches, including helping with citizenship or 

housing, or financial support) and helping to destigmatize sexual violence. The latter would 

enable victims to feel more supported and capable of sharing their stories without fear of 

shame or ostracization.  
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Attendees noted that API leaders serving communities of color have been working on 

ending violence against communities of color, specifically for Asians and Pacific Islanders, 

for decades. Although their presence has often gone unnoticed, they continue to do the 

work of learning about, providing support, and analyzing sexual violence against all API 

communities, including cis, transgender, LGBQ men, women, children, and GNC 

individuals. Participants emphasized that the histories of colonization, immigration, 

imperialism, racism, and patriarchy deeply affect API communities and the ways that they 

can address sexual violence. While the written questionnaires did not directly address 

discussions surrounding the need for mental health services, attendees discussed the need 

for holistic health care for victims and their harm doers/perpetrators. As an attendee pointed 

out, “hurt people hurt people.” The participants also recognized that harm-doers might also 

be victims of violence. However, past trauma does not excuse the harm-doers but instead 

demands that communities respond and support victims by creating structural change, 

institutional change, and community accountability, on top of providing individual support.  

Individuals are often subjected to multiple forms of violence, and interpersonal violence is 

often enabled by systems of oppression that are supported by state policies and agencies. 

As a result, the path towards ending sexual violence against Asians and Pacific Islanders 

and other communities of color is multilayered and multidimensional.  

Recommendations 

Ending sexual violence is a complex, multifaceted process. Using their expertise as victims, 

service providers, mental health professionals, researchers, and advocates, the roundtable 

attendees strategized ways to both immediately support victims and create the types of 

lasting structural and cultural changes that will be necessary to eliminate sexual violence. 



24 
 

Unfortunately, as a respondent wrote, “Depending on your access to power, you can 

connect [with] receive and feel held by various services and programs offered.” When 

marginalized communities are unable to access support, there is a greater need to amplify 

and provide services for healing and survival. 

Ways to address and end sexual 

violence 

Number of Participants 

 

 

Humanity/worth 6 

Alternatives/restoration/restorative/ 

Transformative 

 

6 

Seen 5 

Apology/forgiveness 2 

Center needs 1 

Total 20 

 

Roundtable participants frequently mentioned that victims needed to feel “seen” and 

“worthy.” A participant wrote, 

 

 

 

Given that sexual violence often occurs in private settings and that there is tremendous 

silence around sexual violence on the part of victims, community members, harm-

“Victim/survivors need to be seen. Victim/survivors 

need to be heard. Victim/survivors need to be 

believed. Victim/survivors need to be listened to.” 
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doers/perpetrators, and societies at large, the need to be recognized and supported is 

paramount to healing. Sexual violence victims require support from entire communities, 

including civic agencies, language, and culturally responsive mental health practitioners, 

traditional healing practices, and families, all of whom understand the complexities of the 

API experiences in the United States, especially about war, colonization, imperialism, 

racism, patriarchy, and homophobia. Throughout these efforts, there is the desire to both 

de-stigmatize and decrease occurrences of sexual violence, particularly within API 

communities.  

Participants also discussed the possibility of healing for and with harm-doers/perpetrators. 

They raised the notion of accountability as a part of the healing process as well as how to 

develop accountability. During the roundtable convening, discussions included identifying 

ways that harm-doers- and victims could face one another. According to the participants, 

there is a need for “time and space” for individuals to address one another in depth. There 

were conversations around the “need for spaciousness.” These dialogues recognized that 

harm-doers are not disposable. 

Contrary to the U.S. criminal justice system, which strictly punishes offending individuals 

and excludes them from society, the respondents discussed the importance of addressing 

harm-doers, including the structures and institutions that enabled them to inflict violence. 

Participants understood that education was also integral to ending rape culture as a whole.  

The objective of bringing harm-doers into conversations and expanding efforts to educate 

individuals has much to do with preventative strategies as well. Attendees also stressed the 

significance of teaching harm-doers/perpetrators about their own experiences with 

violence, how not to harm, and how to help in the movement to end violence. 
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Unfortunately, current conversations around sexual violence have excluded harm-doers. 

An attendee speculated that this is because victims and service providers are not yet ready 

to bring them into the conversation, even if they all understand its importance. 

Participants also discussed the importance of creating spaces for young people to learn the 

skills that older generations did not have the opportunity to. Both longtime service 

providers and victims shared how they attempt to protect their children from the violence 

they have personally experienced. As they navigate parenting as victims, they came to 

recognize the crucial need for discussions and resources to help support parents and youth 

in ending sexual violence, such as healthy conversations about sexuality, sexual health, 

power, consent, and support for victims.  

Cultural and Systemic Accountability 

As a part of accountability and healing, roundtable participants also explored the various 

ways to acquire and attain justice. An attendee shared that “justice” is currently understood 

through a Western lens of punishment and exclusion. As participants analyzed justice, they 

identified attributes of the criminal justice system, ultimately defining the “court system as 

one that determines guilt and innocence.” Their list of specific attributes included “Prison. 

Sentencing. Punishment. Shame. Public shaming.” Attendees also shared that through the 

criminal justice system, “the state determin[es]” justice, which undermines the person who 

was harmed. Justice through the criminal justice system also was depicted as one with 

“lifelong consequences that are associated with public records.”  In this sense, participants 

used their analysis of the criminal justice system, which individuals recognized as 

unsupportive of victims of color, to consider alternative justice approaches.  
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Finding that the criminal justice system is closely connected to White supremacy, including 

histories of slavery, the respondents at the convening examined restorative justice. They 

identified restorative justice as a “process based on indigenous practice (Maori + other 

indigenous).” According to respondents, restorative justice includes a “circle process, by 

which circle participants learn and understand the harm that has been committed” to both 

victims and communities. They also learn about accountability to one another and affected 

communities. Restorative justice is about “centering the victim/survivors’, the harm-

doers,’ and the communities’ stories and mak[ing] the community whole.” There is a 

commitment to uniting the community and enabling reconciliation.  

Additionally, roundtable discussants talked about “transformative justice.” By building 

upon restorative justice, transformative justice centers the victims’/survivors’ needs as it 

simultaneously attempts to mobilize communities to “transform the systems” that enable 

sexual violence, including patriarchy, racism, poverty, and heteronormativity.  

Call to Action 

At the end of the two-day roundtable, participants developed their call to action. Main 

concerns and goals:  

● Paradigm shift  

● “Holistic hustle of healing” (identify and create ways of healing)  

● Document of the process of the bigger picture of healing 

● Community-based justice 

● Connecting with the homeland/transnational work  

● Employing and calling upon ancestral practices 
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Ideas included developing “community resource maps” that will help all providers, 

activists, advocates, and community members to identify resources for victims. This 

includes sharing the name of mental health providers of color (including LGBTQ mental 

health practitioners); identifying and celebrating different ancestral or traditional healing 

practices; providing resources for civic and civil support, such as pathways to citizenship, 

and information about housing opportunities; providing shelter; identifying employment 

opportunities; and mentorship.  

To support victims and create systemic change, it is essential to create working groups to 

provide support and long-term strategic planning. Participants identified the need to 

develop working groups that focus on funding and resource opportunities; policy analysis 

and community organizing on issues pertaining to sexual violence; research on API 

communities and sexual violence; mental health support; trainings on how to work with 

harm-doers; analysis of the interstices of immigration and sexual violence against API 

communities; and leadership development for victims. Individuals also identified 

themselves as volunteer leaders for each working group.  

Lastly, given the “invisible” history of sexual violence against Asians and Pacific Islanders 

in the United States, there is also a recommendation to explore sex, sexuality, and violence 

in API communities. As NAPIESV discussants develop the next steps based on the findings 

of the roundtable discussion and the subsequent report, efforts are also underway to 

document more API voices in the movement against gender-based violence.  

Based upon all the findings until now, NAPIESV sees a great need to continue to host 

roundtable discussions on sexual violence against API communities and assemble effective 

strategies gathered from the communities themselves. Plans for the next gathering(s) will 
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include dialogues that delve more deeply into community accountability, particularly with 

harm-doers. NAPIESV aims to host conversations with advocates for victims as well as for 

harm-doers. These exchanges will concentrate on the roles of healthy sexuality, power 

balance, and consent in the workplace to end sexual violence.   
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